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Offire of the Attornep General
Washington, B. €. 20530

-~ - December 21,_1978

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

RE: ©Puerto Rican Nationalists

I am writing regarding the letter to you 51gned

- by Congressman Robert Garcia and eleven other Congress-
men urging that you grant the unconditional release of.
-Rafael Cancel Miranda, Irving Flores Rodriguez, Lolita
Lebron and Oscar Collazo, the four Puerto Rican Nationalists
serving Federal sentences for crimes committed at Blair
House in 1950 and the House of Representatlves in 1954.

As you will recall, you granted a commutation of sentence
to time served to another Puerto Rican nationalist, Andres
. Figuero Cordero, on October 6, 1977, for humanitarian

- reasons because it was represented by the Bureau of Prisons
-at -that time that he was suffering from terminal cancer and

" had a life expectancy of not more than eight weeks.

3 Cordero, eranda and Rodriguez were conv1cted in - )
the United States District Court for the District of Columbia
of "assault with intent’ to kill and assault with a deadly wea-
‘pon in the 1954 shooting of five Congressmen on. the floor of .
the House of Representatives. They were sentenced on July 8,
1954 to a total of from twenty-five to seventy~five years'
imprisonment. They were also convicted in the United States’
-District Court for the Southern District of New York of con- -
spiracy to overthrow the government and received an additional
consecutive sentence of six years' imprisonment on October 26,
1954. For her involvement in the same. shooting, Lebron was

. convicted of assault with a deadly weapon and sentenced to

fifty-six years' imprisonment. The fifth Nationalist, Oscar
Collazo, was convicted for the murder of a White House guard
during an attempted assassination of President Truman in 1950..

He is serving a life sentence. He and Lebron have been eligi- -

ble for parole release for some time but have refused to apply:
for or participate in. any parole proceedings. Miranda and
Rodriguez will become eligible for parole release on July 7,
1979 but will probably follow the lead of the others in re-'
fusing to apply for parole consideration.




None of the four Puerto Ricans still imprisoned has
submitted an application for commutation of sentence as re--
quired by the rules governing Executive clemency promulgated
by the Attorney General and approved by the President. 28
CFR 1.1 -~ 1.9. We have been advised that each of these
prisoners will accept unconditional clemency if granted but
will not apply for it. The apparent ground for their position
is that to petition for clemency (as for parole) would be an
admission of the authority of the United States. over them and
a recognition of the sovereignty of the United States in Puerto.
Rican affairs. B

You have, it seems to me, three options. .You may
require that they file petitions in accordance with the rules
as a prerequisite to the consideration of their cases or at
least reqguire them to make some affirmative indication that
they seek this relief. You may direct the Department to
consider clemency for them on the merits of their cases with--
out their seeking relief. Finally, you may grant clemency to
them without prior conSideration in the Department.

. I cannot recommend granting clemency Without‘at»least
~ some indication from them that they seek such relief. This
would establish a troublesome precedent for the Department
- inasmuch as we often have requests for relief on behalf of.
- someone else. I do not object to being overruled on a case
by case basis if that is your wish. In the case of Cordero
you granted clemency without an application and without a SO
- favorable recommendation. However, his case is distinguish-.
able since he was thought to be suffering from a terminal
‘illness. This is not the case with respect to the other four
Puerto Ricans."

- Apart from the foregoing considerations, I~
suggest that foreign policy consequences and questions
relating to the international image of the United States -
be explored by appropriate officials. In this connection
I understand that Amnesty International may list in the
near future the four Puerto Rican nationalists as poli-

" tical prisoners and other rights groups have identified

. the case of the four Puerto Ricans as examples of human
rights violations. While I disagree with this character-.
ization, it should be taken 1nto account. : _

‘The public actiVities of Cordero since his release
‘more than 14 months ago indicate what might be expected
from the other four nationalists should they be released..
Since his release Cordero has been hospitalized inter-
. mittently but remains active in his drive for Puerto Rican




. . independence and freedom for the remaining jailed National-
: ists. He was scheduled as the principal speaker at a rally
in New York City on March 4, 1978 to commemorate the anni-~
versary of the 1954 shooting of Members of Congress. 1In
June he apparently attended a New York City dinner honoring
the outgoing Cuban Representative to the United Nations,
Ricardo Alarcon. He received a "special invitation" to
attend the 1llth World Festival of Youth. and Students to
be held in Havana, Cuba from July 28 through August 5, 1978.
ot The FBI reports that it was important to the ongoing cam-
paign for the release of the jailed Nationalists that
Cordero's visit to Cuba be given international publicity.
Cordero also participated in a July rally in Washington to
demonstrate for the release of the four. Statements have
been attributed to him that he would repeat his attack on
- Congress if he could. Cordero also expressed last summer
his admiration for terrorist bombings in Puerto Rico.

‘The Department of Justice has no planned action

regarding the remaining four Nationalists. As I stated in

my memorandum to you dated October 5, 1977 regarding Cordero,
it would be bad precedent for the Department to act in this
matter without either a formal petition or at least some
affirmative request from the Nationalists. Since the only
methods of effecting their release would be Executive clemency
. or parole for those two Nationalists now eligible for such
consideration and the Nationalists have steadfastly refused
to seek.any relief either before the Pardon Attorney or the
Parole Commission, their continued incarceration remains
1nev1table unless you should direct otherwise.

%ZM

Attorney General
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The Honorable J1mmy Carter - Jékh"‘ , s
President v : -~ CONGRESS{ONAL, ,
: v ”LJAJS(MV S

_ The White House

~ Washington, D.C. 20500 o

) - : DEC 8 1918
Dear Mr President: , :. L _ 6&!‘

. With the enlightened response of the Just1ce Department to:the
injustice dealt to the Wilmington 10, we wouTd Tikeé 'to"bring: tosgour
attention once again the case of the four Puerto Rican Nationalists
who have been incarcerated for over twenty years in federal maximum

- -security prisons. Their plight has, unfortunately, attracted the same
~ kind of negat1ve publicity and questions abroad, as well as at home, about

.our Country's att1tude towards the human rights of its citizens.

There'are3many‘reasons why we feel that these prisoners should be
released, and although we are certain that you are well familiar with

" - the details of the case from the thousands of letters and petitions you

have received on their behalf, we feel compelled to stress two of them.

First, they have served 1onger sentences ‘than anyone ever convicted for

the same offenses; and, that despite documented instances where their

- rights as prisoners were abrogated, they have cont1nued ‘their model be-
 havior. _

We are aware of the sensitivity of this issue, because they will
not petition for a pardon. Nevertheless, we understand that you as -
President have the power to commuté their sentences without their. consent
as. you did in the case of Andres Figueroa Cordero.

With the coming of the Christmas season and the spirit of brotherly
Tove which it brings forth, we feel that it would be most appropriate
during this time of the year for you, in the name of Christian charity
and in reaffirming our Country's commitment to human rights, to grant
the unconditional release of these four Puerto Rican prisoners

We would be gratefu] of an opportun1ty for a group of us to d1scuss
th1s further w1th you at your coenvenience.

S /ﬁf/%w : 2%

Parren J che11 Robert Garcia.

Member of Congress ’ S Member of Congress .‘ 3 -ﬂf‘)o‘{
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